SUMMARY OF POST-MORTEM FINDINGS.
The pericardial sac contained several large masses of blood-clot, and about half a pint of fluid blood. The entire thoracic aorta was greatly dilated, the arch being especially affected. Two saccular aneurysms were present on the ascending part of the aortic arch.
The thoracic aorta was the seat of a syphilitic mesaortitis throughout its length, with the addition of atheromatous degeneration and calcification. The diagnosis was confirmed microscopically.
No definite point of leakage was discovered in either of the two aneurysms.
.The haemopericardium had apparently resulted from a gradual oozing of blood through the wall of the lower sac, and had determined a sudden cardiac failure by mechanical interference with the heart's action. The cusps of the aortic valve were healthy, as were also the coronary arteries. But a relative incompetence had been produced by stretching of the aortic ring in the diffuse dilatation of the aortic arch. The development of two aneurysms, and the extreme friability of the wall of the aorta in general, suggested a particularly severe infection. There were no other stigmata of specific disease.
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